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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DIXON, ILLINOIS 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – CITY HALL 
MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016 

5:30 P.M. 
 

ROLL CALL/INVOCATION 
 

The meeting was called to order by Presiding Officer Venier.  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, 
Bishop and Presiding Officer Venier answered Roll Call.  Absent was Mayor Arellano.  
Presiding Officer Venier explained that a notice was received by the City Clerk from 
Mayor Arellano requesting he be permitted to participate electronically at tonight’s 
meeting.   
 
Presiding Officer Venier then asked for a motion to grant permission for Mayor Arellano 
to attend the August 15, 2016 Council Meeting electronically.  Councilman Bishop 
moved to permit Mayor Arellano to attend tonight’s Council Meeting electronically.  
Seconded by Councilman Marx.  Voting Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop and 
Presiding Officer Venier.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0.  (Let the record show 
that Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop and Presiding Officer Venier attended this 
meeting physically and Mayor Arellano attended electronically).   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was cited.  Rev. Bunyan Cocar from the First Baptist Church 
gave the Invocation. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Councilman Tucker moved that the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, 
August 1, 2016 be accepted and placed on file.  Seconded by Councilman Bishop.  
Voting Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor 
Arellano.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

APPROVAL OF TOTAL LABOR & OUTSIDE CLAIMS 
 

Councilman Marx moved that the Total Labor & Outside Claims in the amount of 
$641,624.90 be approved and ordered paid.  Seconded by Councilman Tucker.  Voting 
Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF YTD FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

Councilman Bishop moved that the YTD Financial Summary through July 31, 2016 be 
accepted.  Seconded by Councilman Tucker.  Voting Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, 
Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion 
carried. 
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CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 

City Manager O’Donnell advised the Dixon Sister Cities Association is having a short 
meeting and a picnic on August 16th at Lowell Park at 5:00 p.m.  He then advised that 
Well #7’s pump motor burned up when the shaft seized.  Cole then advised the Airport 
Feasibility Study is a draft report and a meeting will be scheduled in the near future; there 
were 14 applications received for the Public Works Director position and questionnaires 
were sent out to them and the week of August 29th will begin the interview process, gave 
an update on Schmitt Plumbing working at the Hays property on Peoria Avenue and 
advised that during an inspection of a culvert along the east fork of Fargo Creek, a broken 
tile was revealed.  Councilman Marx advised the City would work with who owns the 
pipe to mitigate repair costs.  
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Presiding Officer Venier advised the Police and Fire anniversary celebration was 
awesome and well participated.  He also stated Dave Lohse did a great job and there is 
talk of this being an annual event.  He also thanked Dixon Main Street for bringing 3,000 
people to the downtown for Venetian Night.  Mike stated Dave Blackburn wanted him to 
pass along a thank you to the Street Department crew for their help.  Mike then discussed 
the Splash Pad Project and asked what the City’s participation would be.  He took 
comments from the Council and it was a consensus that the Park District should come 
back at the next meeting with a specific proposal, as they would be taking the lead on this 
project.  Lastly, Mike stated that a final proposal from Dixon One would be at the 
September 6th Council Meeting. 
 
Councilman Marx advised he would be absent at the September 6, 2016 meeting. 
 
Councilman Bishop also stated the celebration at the Public Safety Building was great.  
He also thanked the Water Department crew for their work on the Galena Avenue water 
main break. 
 
At this time, Presiding Office Venier asked Water Superintendent Matt Heckman to give 
a brief explanation of the Well #7 pump motor.  Matt lastly advised it is uncommon to 
see a failure of a line shaft motor this early.   
 
Mayor Arellano thanked Finance Director Paula Meyer for her detailed year-to-date 
Financial Summary. 
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BOARD & COMMISSIONS REPORTS 
 

Presiding Officer Venier reported that the Library Board Minutes of July 11, 2016 and 
the Veterans Memorial Committee Minutes of June 22, 2016 are on file with the Clerk 
and available for inspection. 

 
REVIEW, ACCEPT & POSSIBLY AWARD BID 

BRADSHAW/BRINTON GENERAL MAINTENANCE OF STREETS PROJECT 
 

Councilman Marx moved that the Bradshaw and Brinton General Maintenance of Streets 
Project be reviewed, accepted and awarded to Martin & Company Excavating, Oregon, 
Illinois for their low bid in the amount of $263,352.00.  Seconded by Councilman 
Tucker.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Marx asked if this bid includes the 
installation of the handicap ramps, and Cole stated yes.  Cole also advised the work will 
commence after the contract is awarded at the next Council Meeting.  After no further 
comment, Presiding Officer Venier called for the vote.  Voting Yea:  Councilmen Marx, 
Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Motion carried. 
 

RES. #2567-16 – AUTHORIZING SALE OF MUNICIPALLY OWNED PROPERTY 
(1508 SOUTH COLLEGE AVENUE) 

 
Councilman Tucker moved that a Resolution authorizing the sale of municipally owned 
property (1508 South College Avenue) be adopted.  Seconded by Councilman Bishop.  
Discussion followed.  Cole explained the bid would have to be 80% of the $7000 
appraised value and $250 for the appraisal fee.  He advised one bid was received from a 
neighbor who wants to put a garage on the lot.  After no further comments, Presiding 
Officer Venier called for the vote.    Voting Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, 
Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

MOTION TO WAIVE COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCESS FOR THE GALENA 
AVENUE BRIDGE LIGHTING PROJECT 

 
Councilman Bishop moved that the competitive bidding process for the Galena Avenue 
Bridge Lighting Project be waived.  Seconded by Councilman Marx.  Discussion 
followed.  Cole explained a 2/3’s vote (4) is needed.  He also stated this project is due to 
the need for painting, bolts are not conducive to the bases and the switch to LED lighting.  
After no further comments, Presiding Officer Venier called for the vote.  Voting Yea:  
Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
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ACCEPT & AWARD BID  
GALENA AVENUE BRIDGE LIGHTING PROJECT 

 
Councilman Marx moved that the Galena Avenue Bridge Lighting Project be accepted 
and awarded to Brook Electric Supply, Rockford, Illinois for either bid in the amount of 
$28,903.22 for single globe light fixtures or $50,311.82 for double globe light fixtures.  
Seconded by Councilman Tucker.  Discussion followed.  Attorney LeSage advised that 
the motion could be amended after discussing this item.  A lengthy discussion ensued 
regarding issues with the reduction in lighting with single globes, the mixture of single 
and double globes in the downtown and the loss of continuity with using single globes.  
Councilman Bishop asked if the project would be delayed if this were to be tabled, and 
Cole advised no, the City staff would be installing the globes.  Cole also advised the 
Galena Avenue Bridge Painting bids would be in for the next meeting.  Attorney LeSage 
advised the Council that if they were to vote down tonight’s motion, a new motion would 
be on the September 6th meeting agenda.  After no further discussion, Presiding Officer 
Venier called for the vote.    Voting Yea:  None.  Voting Nay:  Councilmen Marx, 
Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  Motion lost 5-0. 

 
AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN NORTHWEST ILLINOIS CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION AND 
THE DIXON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Councilman Tucker moved that the Memorandum of Understanding between Northwest 
Illinois Criminal Justice Commission and the Dixon Police Department be executed.  
Seconded by Councilman Marx.  Discussion followed.  Police Chief Dan Langloss 
advised this is a win-win situation as there would be less travel; therefore, savings to the 
City.  After no further comments, Presiding Officer Venier called for the vote.  Voting 
Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Councilman Bishop moved that the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, August 15, 
2016 be adjourned to meet in Executive Session to discuss collective negotiating matters 
between public employers and their employees or representatives.  Seconded by 
Councilman Tucker.  Voting Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer 
Venier and Mayor Arellano.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
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RECONVENE MEETING 
 

Councilman Marx moved that the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, August 15, 2016 
reconvene into Open Session.  Seconded by Councilman Bishop.  Voting Yea:  
Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilman Tucker moved that the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, August 15, 
2016 be adjourned to meet in Regular Session on Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  Seconded by Councilman Bishop.  Voting 
Yea:  Councilmen Marx, Tucker, Bishop, Presiding Officer Venier and Mayor Arellano.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 

  ___________________________________ 
      Kathe A. Swanson, City Clerk 
      
 
 


